


2025 THESSALONIKI VITREO-RETINAL SUMMER SCHOOL 
(TVRS) IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF PROFESSOR 

LEONIDAS ZOGRAFOS

All of us in Thessaloniki Vitreo-Retinal Summer School and Mediteretina 
Society Club, suffered a great loss. LEONIDAS ZOGRAFOS, a co-founder, 
an incredible professor, our teacher and our best friend is no longer with 
us. We will surely miss him, yet his memory will continue to inspire us.
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A TVRS MESSAGE BY A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS TVRS DIRECTOR

Dear colleagues and friends,
We have the honor to invite you to the 14th 
THESSALONIKI VITREORETINAL SUMMER SCHOOL 
(TVRS), which this year, is going to be held between 
30th of June and 5th of July 2025  in Thessaloniki. 
The 6-day summer campus, consists of wet labs 
and Lectures, given by 54 International Masters in 
Retina Surgery and Medical Retina, as well as Dry 
simulators Labs.
This year we would have also Gonioscopy attached to 
BIOM and treating glaucoma complications in VR 
surgery. Our aim is to bring together healthcare 
professionals and find out how to improve our practices.
Our ambition is to inspire colleagues who wish to start a program, need 
support, and further hands on training.
This year we have 54  invited international expert Faculty from 19 countries 
to teach 40 ophthalmology participants from 10 countries from all over the 
world to join us in Thessaloniki.
And  happy to welcome foreign colleagues from Switzerland, Italy, Russia, 
Serbia, Brazil, Egypt, USA, Canada, Turkey, France, Japan, India, Germany, 
Argentina, Bulgaria, South Africa, Romania, Czech Republic, Israel, Morocco, 
Philippines, Poland, Bosnia, Sweden, Estonia, Hungary, The Netherlands, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Nepal  and Greece.
The last few years we have introduced for training the famous BIONIKO 
Artificial Eyes from Miami for ILM Removal Techniques, cataract 
complications, macula surgery, subretina injections, Retinal surgery current 
systems and many more using some latest technology Microscopes and 
almost all-important current Vitrectomy systems to set up of having in one 
station Artificial Bionico Eyes, the latest microscope and wide-angle lens 
systems  for True To Life Surgery (TLS) in TVRS.
We are happy to announce the FIRST Presentation of the latest Haag Streit 
3D METIS microscope. Using The Latest EIBOS 2 viewing system.
Also the FIRST  presentation of the ZEISS ACTIVO 850 3D OCT.
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In addition, we are pleased to announce that this year we will have the latest 
version of the BD NGENUITY platform in all our constellation systems.
DRV 3D Systems
And of course the correct use of BIOM Gonio Lenses for Glaucoma surgery by 
OCULUS.
All these systems are presented from our Faculty teachers to project on a 
wide movie screen the surgical steps using the Wi-Fi-capabilities of these new 
microscope.  And 3D systems with their capabilities.
AND ALL THESE FIRST TIME IN A TRUE TO LIFE WET LAB.
Just a small update to a very important issue is the section of teaching 
cataract surgeons to treat cataract complication using Vitrectomy and fixing 
Iris problem, IOL dislocation,  dropped lens fragments and the art of placing 
endoscleral and Iris Supported IOL. And of course the Carlevale training by 
CARLEVALE.
We are planning to have at least 40 (fourty) hours of wet labs for each 
participant.
Upon completion of the school, participants that will select to attend, will 
receive an intensive training. One of TVRS main issues is to introduce latest 
technology and an update of 3D surgery. Very important is to learn tricks & 
tips when facing difficult situations that cannot be found on the internet.
Looking forward to enjoy continuing  interaction in a campus like society, 
being together from breakfast to lunch, from lunch to dinner & between the 
whole day all together, faculty & participants.
One of our happiest results is the interaction for the last 14 years between 
our 500 participants and enjoy of having 9 old participants becoming TVRS 
Faculty teachers.

AND BECOMING A LITTLE PERSONAL 

LOOKING AT THE PAST OF TVRS I CAN SEE THE FUTURE.
It’s a great feeling to see in these 14 YEARS, Participants to become 
International Masters AND NOW INVITED FACULTY TEACHERS from all 
around the world. 
BUT MORE THAN THAT, COMING BACK AT TVRS AS TEACHERS AND 
ORGANIZERS READY TO TAKE OVER using the TVRS DNA.

Looking forward,
Athanasios Nikolakopoulos
TVRS Director
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TVRS ORGANIZERS

YOUNG TVRS WET LAB ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 2025

F. BANDELLO (ITALY)
A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS (GREECE) 
A.SALLAM (USA)
A.FRAKLIN (USA)
E. MANOUSAKIS (GREECE)
E. MAVRIKAKIS (GREECE)
M. MOUSSA (EGYPT)
V. FERRARA (ITALY)
D. PELAYES (ARGENTINA)

V. DZINIC (SERBIA)
K. NIKOLAKOPOULOS ( SWITZERLAND)
K. PAPADOPOULOU (GREECE)
I. RUSU (ROMANIA)
M. TAWFIK (EGYPT)
S. TOMI (ROMANIA)
N. DERVENIS (GREECE)
E. PAPAVASILEIOU (GREECE)
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SCIENTIFIC FACULTY COMMITTEE 2025
M. ALHAZZAZI (SAUDI ARABIA)
A. ALQAHTANI (SAUDI ARABIA)
T. AVANESOVA (RUSSIA)
T. AVITABILE (ITALY)
M. AWADALLA (EGYPT)
F. BALTA (ROMANIA)
G. BALTA - YOUNG TVRS WET LAB 
TRAINER (ROMANIA)
F. BANDELLO (ITALY)
H. BLAGOEVA (BULGARIA)
L. CARETTI (ITALY)
C. CARLEVALE (ITALY)
G. CHARITOUDIS (GREECE)
L. CIORACSIM - YOUNG TVRS WET LAB 
TRAINER (ROMANIA)
L. DA CRUZ (UK)
N. DERVENIS (GREECE)
V. DZINIC (SERBIA)
A. A. ELLABBAN (UK)
F. FAYYAD (JORDAN)
V. FERRARA (ITALY)
M. FORLINI (SAN MARINO)
J. S. GUHA (INDIA)
H. HAMZA (EGYPT)
C. IKONOMU - YOUNG TVRS WET LAB 
TRAINER (CYPRUS)
M. JARC-VIDMAR (SLOVENIA)
D. KANIOURAS (GREECE)
Z. KAPRAN (TURKEY)
H. A. KHAQAN (PAKISTAN)
S. KUSAKA (JAPAN)

E. MANOUSAKIS (GREECE)
E. MAVRIKAKIS (GREECE)
L. MAVROUDIS (GREECE)
H. MORTADA (EGYPT)
M. MOUSSA (EGYPT)
S. NATARAJAN (INDIA)
A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS (GREECE)
K. NIKOLAKOPOULOS (SWITZERLAND)
A. NOWOSIELSKA (POLAND)
M. ONCEL (TURKEY)
H. OR (GERMANY)
A. PAPADOPOULOU (GREECE)
E. PAPAVASILEIOU (GREECE)
A. PAPAYANNIS (ITALY)
E. PARIKAKIS (GREECE)
D. PELAYES (ARGENTINA)
I. PETROPOULOS (SWITZERLAND)
G. RIPANDELLI (ITALY)
J. ROCHA (BRAZIL)
I. RUSU (ROMANIA)
A. SALLAM (USA)
V. SETHI (INDIA)
A. SHAARAWY (EGYPT)
M. TAWFIK (EGYPT)
S. TOMI (ROMANIA)
S. WAHEEB (SAUDI ARABIA)
M. WILLEMSE (SOUTH AFRICA)
C. ZAYCO - YOUNG TVRS WET LAB 
TRAINER (PHILIPPINES)
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Monday, June 30, 2025
Day 1

COURSE MODERATORS: 
T. Avanesova (Russia), H. Blagoeva (Bulgaria), 
A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
FACULTY:
T. Avanesova (Russia)
G. Balta - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
L. Cioracsim - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
N. Dervenis (Greece)
A. A. Ellabban (UK)
V. Ferrara (Italy)
C. Ikonomu - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Cyprus)
M. Jarc-Vidmar (Slovenia)
S. Natarajan (India)
A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
H. Or (Germany)
E. Papavasileiou (Greece)
J. Rocha (Brazil)
A. Shaarawy (Egypt)
M. Willemse (South Africa)
C. Zayco - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Philippines)

13:30 - 14:30		 REGISTRATION
14:30 - 15:00		 WELCOMING INTRODUCTION TO THESSALONIKI 	
			   TVRS 2025 BY A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS – ROCHA 	
			   VIDEO TIME (J. ROCHA, BRAZIL)
15:00 - 15:40		 Surgical Anatomy of Vitreous and the Vitreoretinal 	
			   Interface
			   T. Avanesova (Russia)
15:40 - 16:00		 Vitreous Base Zipper Syndrome 				  
			   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
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Monday, June 30, 2025
Day 1

16:00 - 16:30		 Vitreomacular interface disorders: principles of 	
			   surgery - Ultrawide field imaging (UWF): 
			   “the big picture” in vitreoretinal service  
			   A. A. Ellabban (UK)
16:30 - 16:45		 The importance of wide field photography in 		
			   decision making in vitreoretinal surgery 
			   Shaarawy (Egypt)
16:45 - 17:10		 New imaging modalities in retina
			   H. Or (Germany)
17:10 - 17:30		 Help! My VR patient has glaucoma!
			   M. Willemse (South Africa)
17:30 - 17:45		 Natural history of Stargardt disease, the longest 	
			   follow up cohort study
			   M. Jarc-Vidmar (Slovenia)
17:45 - 18:15		 Robotic-Assisted VR Surgical Systems
			   H. Or (Germany)
18:15 - 18:30		 Hemorrhage – When to Operate  
			   E. Papavasileiou (Greece)
18:30 - 19:00 	 What does it mean Digital Surgery? How it has 		
			   changed my surgical life
			   V. Ferrara (Italy)
19:00 - 19:15 	 Beyond the Retina: A mentor’s Guide to Early Career 	
			   Success to Young VR surgeons 
			   S. Natarajan (India)
19.30 			  COCKTAIL RECEPTION 
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Tuesday, July 1, 2025
Day 2
COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:30 - 13:30		 H. Hamza (Egypt), S. Natarajan (India), 
			   A. Shaarawy (Egypt)
14:30 - 19:30		 A. A. Ellabban (UK), V. Ferrara (Italy), 
			   M. Willemse (South Africa)
FACULTY:
G. Balta - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
L. Cioracsim - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
A. A. Ellabban (UK)
V. Ferrara (Italy)
J. S. Guha (India)
H. Hamza (Egypt)
C. Ikonomu - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Cyprus)
S. Natarajan (India)
A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
L. Risby (OCULUS)
I. Rusu (Romania)
M. Willemse (South Africa)
C. Zayco - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Philippines)

08:30 - 09:00		 Positioning
			   V. Ferrara (Italy), I. Rusu (Romania)
09:00 - 09:30		 Setting Up Your Microscope, Basic Principles 
			   L. Risby (OCULUS)
09:30 - 11:00 	 Pars Plana vitrectomy for beginners 
			   I. Rusu (Romania)
			   Primary vitrectomy step by step
			   J. S. Guha (India), H. Hamza (Egypt) 
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Tuesday, July 1, 2025
Day 2
11:00 - 12:00   	 Head’s up surgery
			   S. Natarajan (India)
			   3D video
			   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
12:00 - 13:30   	 PVD induction - basic principles and in different 		
			   situations
			   J. S. Guha (India)
			   Refractory PVD
			   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
13:30 - 14:30 	 LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 16:00 	 How to manage Cataract Surgery Complication the 		
			   VR-surgeon’s point of view
			   V. Ferrara (Italy), A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
			   Dropped Nucleus: management strategies
			   A. A. Ellabban (UK)
16:00 - 19:00 	 Paul Tube Workshop - Gonio-Ready Workshop
			   M. Willemse (South Africa)
19:45 			  Appointment at the lobby of the hotel - DINNER 
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Wednesday, July 2, 2025
Day 3

COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:00 - 13:30		 N. Dervenis (Greece), S. Kusaka (Japan), 
			   A. Shaarawy (Egypt)
14:30 - 19:30		 M. Moussa (Egypt), A. Sallam (USA), 
			   M. Willemse (South Africa)
FACULTY:
G. Balta - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
L. Cioracsim - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
N. Dervenis (Greece)
V. Ferrara (Italy)
C. Ikonomu - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Cyprus)
S. Kusaka (Japan)
M. Moussa (Egypt)
A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
A. Nowosielska (Poland)
I. Petropoulos (Switzerland)
A. Sallam (USA)
A. Shaarawy (Egypt)
S. Waheeb (Saudi Arabia)
C. Zayco - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Philippines)
08:30 - 09:00		 Positioning
			   V. Ferrara (Italy), I. Rusu (Romania)
09:00 - 13:30		 Basics of Vitrectomy - 3D surgery 
			   S. Waheeb (Saudi Arabia)
			   Basic vitrectomy technique with machine set up, 
			   PVD induction
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   Combined cataract surgery and vitrectomy
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   Yamani tricks and tips 
			   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece), S. Waheeb (Saudi Arabia)
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Wednesday, July 2, 2025
Day 3
			   Finding the retinal break in retinal detachment surgery
			   Shaarawy (Egypt)
			   Tips and Tricks in diabetic Vitrectomy
			   A. Shaarawy (Egypt)
			   Minimal drainage ppv for primary RD
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   Direct PFCL/ SO exchange methods
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   Current trends in IOFB management
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   Handshake technique in IOFB-Removing a Pellet
			   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
13:30 - 14:30 	 LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 19:30 	 Lamellar and full thickness macular hole
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   ILM flaps
			   N. Dervenis (Greece)
			   Removing the ILM and its conseguences
			   V. Ferrara (Italy)
			   Intraoperative OCT in VR surgery
			   S. Kusaka (Japan)
			   Ai in OCT imaging - OCTA in real life practice
			   M. Moussa (Egypt)
			   Understanding diabetic retinopathy
			   A. Nowosielska (Poland)
			   Intravitreal injections in vitrectomized eyes
			   I. Petropoulos (Switzerland)
			   Gonio - Ready Workshop
			   M. Willemse (South Africa)
19:45 			  Appointment at the lobby of the hotel - DINNER
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Thursday, July 3, 2025
Day 4
COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:00 - 13:30		 H. Mortada (Egypt), M. Oncel (Turkey), 
			   E. Papavasileiou (Greece)
14:30 - 19:30		 V. Dzinic (Serbia), Z. Kapran (Turkey), 
			   E. Mavrikakis (Greece)
FACULTY:
T. Avitabile (Italy)
M. Awadalla (Egypt)
F. Balta (Romania)
G. Balta - Young TVRS Wet Lab 
Trainer (Romania)
H. Blagoeva (Bulgaria)
G. Charitoudis (Greece)
L. Cioracsim - Young TVRS Wet 
Lab Trainer (Romania)
V. Dzinic (Serbia)

08:30 - 09:00		 Positioning
			   V. Dzinic (Serbia), E. Papavasileiou (Greece)
09:00 - 13:30 	 Vitamin D
			   F. Balta (Romania)
			   Neovascular Glaucoma - What to do
			   H. Blagoeva (Bulgaria)
			   Autologous retinal transplant for Giant macular holes 		
			   in very complicated cases like PVR and retinal 	
			   detachment
			   M. Oncel (Turkey)
			   How to manage severe trauma, tips and tricks.
			   M. Oncel (Turkey)
			   Management of severe PVR with inferior retinal 		
			   detachment, When and how to perform retinectomies 		
			   tips and tricks, is heavy silicone oil usefull?
			   M. Oncel (Turkey)

F. Fayyad (Jordan)
C. Ikonomu - Young TVRS Wet Lab 
Trainer (Cyprus) 
Z. Kapran (Turkey)
L. Mavroudis (Greece)
H. Mortada (Egypt)
A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
M. Oncel (Turkey)
A. Sallam (USA)
C. Zayco - Young TVRS Wet Lab 
Trainer (Philippines)
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Thursday, July 3, 2025
Day 4
			   Retinal Detachment - from simple to complex surgery
			   V. Dzinic (Serbia)
			   Retinotomies and retinectomies
			   F. Fayyad (Jordan)
			   A Novel subretinal fluid removal technique in retinal 		
			   detachment surgery
			   Z. Kapran (Turkey)
			   Silicone Oil Injection and Removal Technique
			   Z. Kapran (Turkey)
			   ERM
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   Tips and tricks in fluid exchanges during PPV
			   M. Awadalla (Egypt)
			   Challenging hyaloid: How to deal with.
			   M. Awadalla (Egypt), A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
13:30 - 14:30 	 LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 19:30 	 Always 4 port vitrectomy
			   H. Mortada (Egypt)
			   ILM peeling, indications, extent, instrumentation, 		
			   technique
			   H. Mortada (Egypt)
			   Exchange: PFCL/Air, Direct PFCL/SiO exchange
			   H. Mortada (Egypt)
			   Scleral buckle
			   T. Avitabile (Italy)
			   The 3mm sponge – suturing the buckle
			   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
			   Segmental buckle
			   A. Sallam (USA)
			   Ultrasonography in retinal detachment / Ultrasonography 	
			   – When to Operate
			   T. Avitabile (Italy), G. Charitoudis (Greece)
A MULTIPLE CHOICE TEST FROM 2025 TVRS LECTURES FOR THE TVRS 
PARTICIPANTS AWARD 
19:45 			  Appointment at the lobby of the hotel - DINNER
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Friday, July 4, 2025
Day 5
COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:00 - 13:30		 A. Alqahtani (Saudi Arabia), M. Forlini (San Marino), 
			   Z. Kapran (Turkey), H. A. Khaqan (Pakistan)
14:30 - 18:00		 C. Carlevale (Italy), E. Manousakis (Greece), 
			   K. Nikolakopoulos (Switzerland) 
FACULTY:
A. Alqahtani (Saudi Arabia)
G. Balta - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
F. Bandello (Italy)
L. Caretti (Italy)
C. Carlevale (Italy)
L. Cioracsim - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
L. da Cruz (UK)
F. Fayyad (Jordan)
M. Forlini (San Marino)
C. Ikonomu - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Cyprus)
H. A. Khaqan (Pakistan)
E. Manousakis (Greece)
L. Mavroudis (Greece)
K. Nikolakopoulos (Switzerland)
M. Oncel (Turkey)
M. Tawfik (Egypt)
C. Zayco - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Philippines)
08:30 - 09:00		 Positioning
			   T. Avanesova (Russia), V. Dzinic (Serbia)
09:00 - 13:30		 Video in a Trauma Surgery
			   M. Oncel (Turkey)
			   New delivery systems for retinal diseases: 
			   port-delivery, suprachoroidal, and subretinal methods
			   F. Bandello (Italy)
			   Vitrectomy without using PFCL for Rhegmatogenous 		
			   Retinal Detachment
			   M. Forlini (San Marino)
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Friday, July 4, 2025
Day 5
			   Trauma in war zone challenges - Treatment of 			 
			   Subretinal hemorrhage
			   M. Tawfik (Egypt)
			   Intraocular Foreign Bodies
			   F. Fayyad (Jordan)
			   Amniotic membrane vs Retinal Surgery
			   H. A. Khaqan (Pakistan)
			   Endophthalmitis; treat Nightmare on time
			   H. A. Khaqan (Pakistan)
			   The use of human serum in macular hole
			   L. da Cruz (UK)
			   Update on surgical macula pathologies and 			 
			   prognostic factors for better results
			   L. Caretti (Italy)
13:30 - 14:30 	 LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 19:00 	 Yamani technique IOL
			   A. Alqahtani (Saudi Arabia)
			   Practical aspects of Carlevale IOL Impant
			   C. Carlevale (Italy)
			   Carlevale IOL complications and management
			   C. Carlevale (Italy)
			   Surgical variations of Carlevale intraocular lens 		
			   implantation
			   E. Manousakis (Greece)
			   When a Cataract is not a Straightforward Cataract
			   K. Nikolakopoulos (Switzerland)
			   How to improve your videos and your media 			 
			   presentations
			   M. Tawfik (Egypt)
19:30 			  Appointment at the lobby of the hotel – 
			   BARBOUNI DINNER
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Saturday, July 5, 2025
Day 6

COURSE MODERATORS: 
A. Papayannis (Italy), E. Parikakis (Greece)
FACULTY:
G. Balta - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
C. Carlevale (Italy)
L. Cioracsim - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Romania)
M. Forlini (San Marino)
C. Ikonomu - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Cyprus)
E. Mavrikakis (Greece)
A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
M. Moussa (Egypt)
A. Nowosielska (Poland)
A. Papayannis (Italy)
E. Parikakis (Greece)
A. Sallam (USA)
V. Sethi (India)
C. Zayco - Young TVRS Wet Lab Trainer (Philippines)

09:00 - 14:30 	 Iris Suturing Techniques
			   M. Forlini (San Marino)
			   Putting Pneumatic Retinopexy into Practice
			   E. Mavrikakis (Greece)
			   Indian-made scleral fixated IOL, the CM T-Flex IOL - 		
			   use in various surgical scenarios and practical 			
			   techniques for complex cases
			   V. Sethi (India)
			   Small pupill chemical and mechanical management
			   C. Carlevale (Italy)
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Saturday, July 5, 2025
Day 6

			   Artisan IOL
			   A. Nowosielska (Poland), E. Parikakis (Greece)
			   Intraoperative OCT, Wide field and Ultra Wide Field 		
			   Lenses during Vitrectomy with Zeis Artevo 850 			
			   and Eva nexus
			   A. Papayannis (Italy)
			   Everyday retina challenge: clinical cases scenarios
			   M. Moussa (Egypt)
			   Comments and farewell to the participants
			   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece), A. Sallam (USA)
14:30 			  END OF 14th TVRS 2025.  
			   HAVE A NICE TRIP BACK HOME. 
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