


A TVRS MESSAGE BY A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS TVRS DIRECTOR

Dear colleagues and friends,
We have the honor to invite you to the 13th 
THESSALONIKI VITREORETINAL SUMMER 
SCHOOL (TVRS), which this year, is going to be held 
between 1st and 6th of July 2024 in Thessaloniki. 
The 6-day summer campus, consists of wet labs 
and Lectures, given by 52 International Masters in 
Retina Surgery and Medical Retina, as well as Dry 
simulators Labs.
This year we would have also Gonioscopy 
attached to BIOM and treating glaucoma 
complications in VR surgery. Our aim is to bring 
together healthcare professionals and find out how to improve our practices.
Our ambition is to inspire colleagues who wish to start a program, need 
support, and further hands on training.
This year we have 52 invited international expert Faculty from 19 countries to 
teach 40 ophthalmology participants from 10 countries from all over the world 
to join us in Thessaloniki.
And  happy to welcome foreign colleagues from Switzerland, Italy, Russia, 
Serbia, Brazil, Egypt, USA, Canada, Turkey, France, Japan, India, Germany, 
Argentina, Bulgaria, South Africa, Kuwait, Portugal, Romania, Czech Republic, 
Israel, Morocco, Poland, Cape Town, Bosnia, Sweden,Estonia, Hungary, The 
Netherlands Saudi Arabia, Jordania, Kuwait  and Greece.
The last few years we have introduced for training the famous Bionico 
Artificial Eyes from Miami for ILM Removal Techniques, cataract 
complications, macula surgery, subretina injections,Retinal surgery current 
systems and many more using some latest technology Microscopes and 
almost all-important current Vitrectomy systems to set up of having in one 
station Artificial Bionico Eyes, the latest microscope and wide-angle lens 
systems  for True To Life Surgery (TLS) in TVRS.
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We are happy to announce the latest BAUSCH AND LOMB microscope 
Shi-luma from our Faculty teachers to project on a wide movie screen the 
surgical steps using the Wi-Fi-capabilities of a new microscope.
Also, we are pleased to announce that this year we will have the latest version 
of the BD Ingenuity platform in all our constellation systems.
Just a small update to a very important issue is the section of teaching 
cataract surgeons to treat cataract complication using Vitrectomy and fixing 
Iris problem, IOL dislocation,  dropped lens fragments and the art of placing 
endoscleral and Iris Supported IOL. 
We are planning to have at least 15 hours of wet labs for each participant.
Upon completion of the school, participants that will select to attend, will 
receive an intensive training. One of TVRS main issues is to introduce latest 
technology and an update of 3D surgery. Very important is to learn tricks & 
tips when facing difficult situations that cannot be found on the internet.
Looking forward to enjoy continuing  interaction in a campus like society, 
being together from breakfast to lunch, from lunch to dinner & between the 
whole day all together, faculty & participants.
One of our happiest results is the interaction for the last 12 years between 
our 450 participants and enjoy of having 9 old participants becoming TVRS 
Faculty teachers.

Looking forward,
Athanasios Nikolakopoulos
TVRS Director
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TVRS ORGANIZERS

YOUNG TVRS WET LAB ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 2024

F. BANDELLO (ITALY)
A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS (GREECE) 
A. SALLAM (USA)
A. FRAKLIN (USA)
E. MANOUSAKIS (GREECE)
E. MAVRIKAKIS (GREECE)
M. MOUSSA (EGYPT)
V. FERRARA (ITALY)
D. PELAYES (ARGENTINA)

V. DZINIC (SERBIA)
G. HUNING (BRAZIL)
K. NIKOLAKOPOULOS ( SWITZERLAND)
K. PAPADOPOULOU (GREECE)
I. RUSU (ROMANIA)
M. TAWFIK (EGYPT)
S. TOMI (ROMANIA)
N. DERVENIS (GREECE)
E. PAPAVASILEIOU (GREECE)
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SCIENTIFIC FACULTY COMMITTEE 2024
H. AL-DHIBI (S. ARABIA)
K. AL SABTI (KUWAIT)
M. ALHAZZAZI (S. ARABIA)
A. ALQAHTANI (S. ARABIA)
T. AVANESOVA (RUSSIA)
T. AVITABILE (ITALY)
M. AWADALLA (EGYPT)
F. BALTA (ROMANIA)
F. BANDELLO (ITALY)
C. BLAGOEVA (BULGARIA)
C. CARLEVALE (ITALY)
L. CIORACSIM (ROMANIA)
L. DA CRUZ (UK)
N. DERVENIS (GREECE)
S. DETORAKIS (GREECE)
V. DZINIC (SERBIA)
A. ELLABAN ABDALLAH (UK)
K. EL RAKHAWY (EGYPT)
F. FAISAL (JORDAN)
V. FERRARA (ITALY)
A. FRANKLIN (USA)
M. FORLINI (ITALY)
J.S. GUHA (INDIA)
G. HUNING (BRAZIL)
H.A. KHAQAN (PAKISTAN)
WAI-CHING LAM (CANADA)
Y. LE MER (FRANCE)
G. MANGIORIS (SWITZERLAND)

E. MANOUSAKIS (GREECE)
E. MAVRIKAKIS (GREECE)
L. MAVROUDIS (GREECE)
M. MOUSSA (EGYPT)
A. NAVARRO (ITALY)
S. NATARAJAN (INDIA)
K. NIKOLAKOPOULOS (SWITZERLAND) 
M. ONCEL (TURKEY)
I. PALLIKARIS (GREECE)
K. PAPADOPOULOU (GREECE)
E. PAPAVASILEIOU (GREECE)
A. PAPAYANNIS (ITALY)
E. PARIKAKIS (GREECE)
B. PAROLINI (ITALY)
I. PETROPOULOS (SWITZERLAND)
G. RIPANDELLI (ITALY)
I. RUSU (ROMANIA)
A. SALLAM (USA)
A. SHAARAWAY (EGYPT)
M. TAWFIK (EGYPT)
S. TOMI (ROMANIA)
M. TSATSOS (GREECE)
M. JARC VIDMAR (SLOVENIA)
S. WAHEEB (S. ARABIA)
M. WILLEMSE (S. AFRICA)
R. WONG (UK)
K. ZIYA (TURKEY)
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Monday, July 1st, 2024
Day 1

COURSE MODERATORS: 
A. FRANKLIN (USA), T. AVANESOVA (RUSSIA), A. SALLAM (USA)
FACULTY:
A. Franklin (USA)
H. Khaqan (Pakistan)
M. Willemse (S. Africa)
M. Avanesova (Russia)
S. Natarajan (India)
A. Navarro (Switzerland) 
M. Tawfik  (Egypt)
Wai-Ching Lam (Canada)
I Pallikaris (Greece)
N.Ziakas ( Greece)
K. Nikolakopoulos ( Switzerland)
N. Dervenis (Greece)
E. Papavasileiou (Greece)
M. Jarc Vidmar (Slovenia)

13:30 - 14:30  REGISTRATION
14:30 - 14:40  WELCOMING INTRODUCTION TO THESSALONIKI  
   TVRS 2024 BY A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS
14:40 - 15:00  CORNEAL GRAFTS IN VITRECTOMISED EYES
   M. Tsatsos (Greece)
15:00 - 15:20  To LEARN, FIRST LOOK OUTSIDE THE MICROSCOPE 
   A. Navarro (Switzerland) 
15:20 - 15:40  (MY WAY). A TRIBUTE TO CESARE FORLINI  
   MOTIVATIONAL TALK TO YOUNG VR SURGEONS TO  
   SUCCEED AS SUCCESSFUL VR SURGEON 
   S. Natarajan (India)
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Monday, July 1st, 2024
Day 1

15:40 - 16:00  NATURAL HISTORY OF STARGARDT DYSTROPHY 
   M. Jarc Vidmar (Slovenia)
16:00 - 16:20  TIPS AND PEARLS OF MANAGEMENT OF   
   PEDIATRIC VR SURGERY 
   Wai-Ching Lam (Canada)
16:20 - 17:10  DRUG DEVELOPMENT
   A. Franklin (USA)
17:10 - 17:30  GLAUKOMA AND VR SURGERY
   M. Willemse (S. Africa)
17:30 - 18:00  NEUROTROPHIC KERATOPATHY FOLLOWING   
   RETINAL DETACHMENT SURGERY
   Z. Kapran (Turkey)
18:00 - 18:30  CONTEMPORARY MANAGEMENT OF    
   POSTOPERATIVE ENDOPHTHALMITIS
   Z. Kapran (Turkey)
18:30 - 19:30  TVRS HONORARY  KEYNOTE LECTURE 
                LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  
   Prof. Ioannis Pallikaris 
   FOLLOWED BY COCKTAIL RECEPTION 
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Tuesday, July 2nd, 2024
Day 2
COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:30 - 13:30  J. S. GUHA (INDIA), I. PETROPOULOS (SWITZERLAND), 
   M. ONCEL (TURKEY)
14:30 - 19:30  H.A. KHAQAN (PAKISTAN), A. SALLAM (USA), 
   S. TOMI (ROMANIA)
FACULTY:
M. Avanesova (Russia)
A. Navarro (Switzerland) 
L. Risby (OCULUS)
V. Dzinic (Serbia)
J. S. Guha (India)
H.A Khaqan  (Pakistan)
G. Mangioris (Switzerland)
K. Nikolakopoulos (Switzerland)
S. Natarajan (India)
I. Pallikaris (Greece)
I. Rusu (Romania)
S. Tomi ( Romania)
Wai-Ching Lam (Canada)

08:30 - 09:00  POSITIONING
09:00 - 09:30  SETTING UP YOUR MICROSCOPE, BASIC PRINCIPLES 
   L. Risby (OCULUS)
09:30 - 13:00  BASIC VITRECTOMY & DEDUCTIVE VIDEO 
   A. Sallam (USA)
   A. VIRTUAL VIEW DURING VITRECTOMY
   B. 27 VS 25G VITRECTOMY
   Y. Le Mer (France)
   PRACTICAL TIPS FOR VITRECTOMY
   Wai-Ching Lam (Canada)

M. Willemse (S. Africa)
M. Tawfik  (Egypt)
M. Oncel (Turkey)
I. Petropoulos (Switzerland)
F. Faisal (Jordan)
A.Sallam (USA)
N. Dervenis (Greece)
A. Papadopoulou (Greece)
Y. Le Mer (France)
M. Awadalla (Egypt)
K. Ziya (Turkey)
A.Franklin (USA)
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Tuesday, July 2nd, 2024
Day 2
   A. CHALLENGING HYALOID: THE COMPLEX & THE   
   COMPLICATED B 
   B. BASICS AND TIPS IN FLUID EXCHANGE DURING   
   PPV 
   M. Awadalla  (Egypt)
13:00 - 13:30    ARTISAN AND CARLEVALE LENS
   G. Mangioris (Switzerland)
13:30 - 14:30  LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 15:00  INDUSTRY TIME
15:00 - 16:00  DIFFICULT IOL
   A. Franklin (USA)
16:00 - 17:00  FIXOFLEX AN ARTIFICIAL CAPSULE FOR CATARACT   
   AND VITREORETINAL SURGERY, FIXOFLEX DEVICES   
   FOR WET LAB TRAINING PALLIATIVE  
   I. Pallikaris (Greece)
17:00 - 18:00  CATARACT COMPLICATION
   K. Ziya (Turkey) &  A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
18:00 - 19:20  TRAUMA CASES IN WAR ZONE
   M. Tawfik (Egypt)
   A. A RANDOMIZED TRIAL COMPARING     
   SUPRACHOROIDAL INJECTION OF TRIAMCINOLONE   
   AND INTRAVITREAL DEXAMETHASONE IMPLANT   
   FOR REFRACTORY DIABETIC MACULAR EDEMA
   B. BINOCULAR INDIRECT OPHTHALMOSCOPY: 
   TIPS AND TRICKS
   M. Oncel  (Turkey)
   FARICOMAB FOR NEOVASCULAR AMD:      
   RANDOMIZED CLINICAL TRIALS AND REAL-WOLRD   
   OUTCOMES
   I. Petropoulos (Switzerland)
20:00    GREEK NIGHT DINNER 
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Wednesday, July 3rd, 2024
Day 3

COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:00 - 13:30  F. BALTA (ROMANIA), D. PELAYES (ARGENTINA), 
   M. AWADALLA (EGYPT)
14:30 - 19:30  H.A. KHAQAN (PAKISTAN), N. DERVENIS (GREECE),
   S. TOMI (ROMANIA), K. AL SABTI (KUWAIT)
FACULTY:
A.Alqahtani (S. Arabia)
M. Avanesova (Russia)
T. Avitabile (Italy)
M. Awadalla (Egypt)
F. Balta (Romania)
A. Franklin (USA)
J. S. Guha (India)
G. Pipandelli (Italy)
K. Ziya (Turkey)
H.A Khaqan (Pakistan)
M. Moussa (Egypt)
S. Natarajan (India)

08:00 - 08:30  POSITIONING
08:30 - 09:00  RETINAL DETACHMENT REPAIR. FROM BASIC STEPS  
   TO COMPLEX SURGERY
   T. Avanesona (Russia)
09:00 - 09:30  ULTRASONOGRAPHY IN RETINAL DETACHMENT 
   T. Avitabile (Italy)
09:30 - 10:00  A TRIBUTE TO CESARE FORLINI CESARE LECTURE BY   
   F. Faisal (Jordan)
10:00 - 13:00  SCRERAL BUCKLES
   T. Avitabile (Italy), H.A Khaqan (Pakistan), 
   A. Sallam (USA), A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece), 
   G. Ripandelli (Italy) J.S Guha (India)

I. Rusu (Romania)
S. Tomi (Romania)
A. Shaaraway (Egypt)
Wai-Ching Lam (Canada)
B.Parolini (Italy)
A. Sallam (USA)
K. Nikolakopoulos 
(Switzerland)
N. Dervenis (Greece)
E.Papavasileiou (Greece)
M. Oncel (Turkey)
F. Faisal (Jordan)
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Wednesday, July 3rd, 2024
Day 3

13:00 - 13:30  HYPOTONY PRESENTATION AND MANAGEMENT
   J. S. Guha (India)
13:30 - 14:30  LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 15:00  NEOVASCULAR GLAUCOMA SECONDARY TO    
   RETINAL ISCHEMIA-WHAT TO DO
   H. Blagoeva (Bulgaria)
15:00 - 17:00  GONIO READY - WHAT CAN VR SURGEONS SEE IN THE  
   ANGLE, WITH A DEMONSTRATION OF THE OCULUS   
   GONIO READY 
   M. Willemse (S.Africa)
17:00 - 18:00  A. UPDATE ON THE  TREATMENT OF MYOPIC    
   TRACTION MACULOPATHY 
   B. THE TREATMENT OF LAMELLAR MACULAR HOLES
   B. Parolini (Italy)
18:00 - 19:00  A NOVEL SUBRETINAL FLUID REMOVAL TECHNIQUE   
   IN RETINAL DETACHMENT SURGERY 
   K. Ziya (Turkey)
19:00 - 19:30  TREATMENT OF DIABETIC TRACTION OEDEMA
   A. Shaaraway (Egypt)
19:30 - 20:00  BIMANUAL SURGERIES, UNIQUE AND INNOVATIVE   
   SITUATIONS
   J. S. Guha (India)
20:15    GREEK TAVERN DINNER
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Thursday, July 4th, 2024
Day 4

COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:00 - 13:30  F. BALTA (ROMANIA), M. MOUSSA (EGYPT), 
   A. PAPAYANNIS (ΙTALY), F. FAISAL (JORDAN)
14:30 - 19:30  A. SHAARAWAY (EGYPT), I. PETROPOULOS    
   (SWITZERLAND), ABDALLAH A. ELLABAN (UK)
FACULTY:
A.Alqahtani (S. Arabia)
T. Avanesova (Russia)
F. Balta (Romania)
M. Moussa  (Egypt)
A. Shaaraway (Egypt)
G. Ripandelli (Italy)
Abdallah A. Ellaban (UK)
A. Sallam (USA)
N. Dervenis (Greece)
A.Papadopoulou (Greece)
R. Wong (UK)

08:30 - 09:00  POSITIONING
09:00 - 10:00  A.EVERYDAY RETINA CHALLENGE: 
   CLINICAL CASE SCENARIOS 
                           B. OCTA IN CLINICAL PRACTICE: 
   PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE.    
   M. Moussa (Egypt) 
10:00 - 10:30  3D MACULAR HOLE
   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
10:30 - 11:00  MANAGEMENT OF FAILED MACULAR HOLES 
   H.A. Khaqan (Pakistan)
11:00 - 11:30  TRAUMATIC MACULAR HOLE 
    D. Pelayes (Argentina)

K. Nikolakopoulos 
(Switzerland)
H.A Khaqan (Pakistan)
V.Ferrara (taly)
D.Pelayes (Argentina)
L. Mavroudis (Greece)
I.Petropoulos (Switzerland)
L. Cioracsim (Romania)
M. Oncel (Turkey)
F. Faisal (Jordan)
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Thursday, July 4th, 2024
Day 4

11:30 - 12:30  ILM REMOVAL TRAINING
   A.Nikolakopoulos (Greece), V. Ferrara (Italy), 
   M. Oncel (Turkey)
12:30 - 13:00  MACULAR PUCKER 
   N. Dervenis (Greece)
13:30 - 14:30  LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 15:00  TREATMENT CATARACT COMPLICATION BY THE   
   CATARACT SURGEON. DO’S AND DON’TS 
   A. Nikolakopoulos (Greece)
15:00 - 16:00  SMALL PUPIL MANAGEMENT IN CATARACT AND VR   
   SURGERY 
   A. Papayannis (Italy)
16:00 - 16:30   PRACTICAL TIPS FOR DROPPED NUCLEUS    
   MANAGEMENT 
   Abdallah A. Ellaban (UK)
16:30 - 17:00  CARNEVALE FIXATION IOL
   K. Nikolakopoulos (Switzerland)
17:00 - 17:30  AKREOS SCLERAL FIXATION WITH GORTEX  
   A. Sallam (USA)
17:30 - 18:00  YAMANE SCLERAL LENS FIXATION BAGLESS    
   SECONDARY LENS IMPLANTS AND TIPS FOR 
   YAMANE FIXATION
   R. Wong (UK)
18:00 - 18:30  ENDOSCLERAL YAMANE TECHNIQUE BEFORE THE   
   CATARACT SURGEON
   L. Mavroudis (Greece)
18:30 - 19:30  EXAMS - A MULTIPLE CHOICE TEST FROM 2024 TVRS  
   LECTURES FOR THE TVRS PARTICIPANTS AWARD
20:00    GREEK TAVERN DINNER
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Friday, July 5th, 2024
Day 5
COURSE MODERATORS: 
09:00 - 13:30  E. MANOUSAKIS (GREECE), D. KANIOURAS (GREECE)
14:30 - 18:00  F. BALTA (ROMANIA),  A. SHAARAWAY (EGYPT),
   F. FAISAL (JORDAN) 
FACULTY:
A.Alqahtani (S. Arabia) 
M. Alhazzazi (S. Arabia)
Abdallah A. Ellaban (UK)
C. Carlevale  (Italy)
E. Manousakis (Greece)
F. Faisal (Jordan)
F. Balta (Romania)
K. Al Sabti (Kuwait) 
S. Detorakis (Greece) 
N. Dervenis (Greece)
D. Kaniouras (Greece)
L. Da Cruz  (UK)
M.Tsatsos (Greece)
F. Bandello (Italy)
M. Forlini ( Italy)

08:30 - 09:00  POSITIONING
09:00 - 09:30  GENIC THERAPY IN OPHTHALMOLOGY
   F. Bandello (Italy)
09:30 - 10:30  GORE -TEX SCLERAL FIXATED IOL : TRICKS AND TIPS 
   M. Alhazzazi  (S. Arabia)
10:30 - 12:00  CARLEVALE  IOL
   C. Carlevale (Italy)
   CARNEVALE IOL INSERTION IN AN EYE     
   CONJUNCTIVAL SCARING DUE TO PREVIOUS    
   OCULAR SURGERY USING HOFFMAN POCKETS  
   E. Manousakis (Greece)
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Friday, July 5th, 2024
Day 5
12:00 - 13:00  IRIS SUTURING TECHNIQUES  
   M. Forlini ( Italy)
13:00 - 13:30  A. ROLE OF BIOPSY IN THE DIAGNOSIS AND    
   PROGNOSIS OF THE RETINAL DISEASES  
                         B. PROGRESS IN ROBOTIC RETINAL SURGERY
                          C. STEM CELL TRANSPLANTATION IN RETINAL   
   DISEASES
   L. Da Cruz  (UK)
13:30 - 14:30  LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 15:30  A. ENDOSCOPE TRANSSCLERAL INTRAOP    
   FLUORESCEIN ANGIO ROBOTICS 
                       B. MYOPIC MACULAR HOLE WITH MY NEW TOOL   
   (MACULAR ELEVATOR)
   K. Al Sabdi (Kuwait) 
15:30 - 16:00  VITREOMACULAR INTERFACE DISORDERS 
   Abdallah A. Ellaban (UK)
16:00 - 16:30  MACULAR HOLES TREATED WITH INVERTED FLAP   
   TECHNIQUE 
   F. Balta (Romania)
16:30 - 18:00  TECHNIQUES FOR IMPROVING RADIOACTIVE    
   PLAQUE PLACEMENT ACCURACY IN OPHTHALMIC   
   BRACHYTHERAPY  
   S. Detorakis (Greece) 
   APPLICATION OF VITRECTOMY IN OCULAR    
   ONCOLOGY 
   A.Alqahtani (S. Arabia)
18:00 - 18:30  FINE NEEDLE ASPIRATION BIOPSY IN SMALL    
   PIGMENT CHOROIDAL TUMORS 
   D.Pelayes (Argentina)
19:00    DEPARTURE FROM THE HOTEL TO BARBOUNI AWARD  
   DINNER, MIAMI FISHING TAVERN, BY THESSALONIKI   
   BAY
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Saturday, July 6th, 2024
Day 6

COURSE MODERATORS: 
E. PAPAVASILEIOU (GREECE), V. FERRARA (ITALY), 
E. MAVRIKAKIS (GREECE) 
FACULTY:
F. Bandello (Italy)
E. Mavrikakis (Greece)
M. Moussa (Egypt)
E. Papavasileiou (Greece)
A. Papayannis (Italy)
E. Parikakis (Greece)
V. Ferrara (Italy)
M. Tsatsos (Greece)
M. Forlini ( Italy)

08:30 - 09:30  SHORT DEDUCTIC VIDEO (BASIC  PPV, FAX, PFCL/air,   
   PFCL/ SO and SO REMOVAL) 
   A. Sallam (USA)
   PPV BASICS AND TIPS FOR BEGINNERS 
    A. Sallam (USA)
09:30 - 10:00  SURGICAL INTRAOPERATIVE OCT IN MACULAR   
   SURGERY 
   Ε. Parikakis (Greece)
10:00 - 10:30  CUSTOMIZATION AND GOOD RATIONALE OF    
   PRIMACY MACULAR HOLE SURGERY (DIGITAL    
   SURGERY)
   V. Ferrara (Italy)
10:30 - 11:00  PNEUMATIC RETINOPEXY : WHEN, WHY AND HOW ?
   E. Mavrikakis (Greece)

16



Saturday, July 6th, 2024
Day 6

11:00 - 12:00  PFCL-GAS AND SILICON OIL EXCHANGE
   E. Papavasileiou (Greece)
12:00 - 12:30   ROLE OF HEAVY SILICONE OIL IN RETINAL    
   DETACHMENT TAMPONADE 
   M. Forlini (Italy)
12:30 - 13:00  IRIS EXPANDERS
   C. Carlevale (Italy)
13:00 - 13:30  THESSALONIKI IOL SCLERAL AFIXATION
   N. Dervenis (Greece)
13:30    LAST MINUTES DETAILS BY A. NIKOLAKOPOULOS,   
   CLOSING REMARKS
14:30    END OF 13th TVRS 2024.  
   HAVE A NICE TRIP BACK HOME. 
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